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TAGS: PFOR, MARR, JA, US 

SUBJECT: SOVIET- JAPANESE RELATIONS: MIG RETURN TALKS BEGIN 

FONOFF EAST EUROPEAN DIVDIR TOGO TOLD EMBOFF THAT 
DETAILED NEGOTIATIONS FOR RETURN OF MIG-25 TO SOVIETS 
BEGAN TODAY, OCTOBER 12. TOGO SAID THAT ARRANGEMENTS 
NOT YET FIRMED UP, BUT PRESS REPORTED THAT JAPANESE 
DURING EARLIER EXCHANGES HAVE DEMANDED COMPENSATION FROM 
SOVIETS FOR PACKING AND SHIPPING OF AIRCRAFT, AND FOR 
DAMAGES DONE TO HAKODATE AIRPORT FACILITIES WHEN MIG 
LANDED. THE SOVIET SIDE IS REPORTED TO HAVE REJECTED JAPANESE 
DEMAND. COMMENT: IF COMPENSATION REMAINS ISSUE (WE WILL CHECK 
WHEN TOGO IS READY TO CONFIRM) NEGOTIATIONS COULD BE 
PROTRACTED. 
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